Revised technique of heterotopic heart transplantation in rabbits.
The technique of heterotopically transplanting a rabbit heart into the abdominal position of a recipient rabbit is discussed. Myocardial preservation, vascular anatomy of the recipient, and general anesthetic considerations are described, as are techniques to avoid anesthetic death, hemorrhage, and paraplegia. Application of these techniques to experimental models of accelerated coronary atherosclerosis and reperfusion injury are suggested.